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Delta Smelt

May 5, 2006

Sacramento River Winter-Run Salmon
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A Downturn for Delta Smelt & Salmon
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Window restricted even during wet years
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Supplies Bay Area, Central Valley, & Southern Cal



1990-05

12Source: Governor’s Delta Vision Report



1 million acres effected (size of Delaware);
average California farm = 350 acres

40,000 workers face unemployment

$1.4 billion in Central Valley impacts

13*  Information from farmwater.org 6/01/2009

1 out of 3 acres without project water



End of Year Balances
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2.4 million AF

1.8 million AF

1.4 million AF
1.3 million AF 
(Normal Runoff)

0.7 million AF
(Dry Runoff)



In Search of a Solution



Local Programs

 7 existing

 7 new Prop. 13

Surface Reservoirs

Groundwater Programs

Lake Perris

Skinner Reservoir

Diamond Valley LakeLake Mathews

Castaic Lake

San Luis Reservoir

Diamond Valley Lake
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Kern Delta W.D.

Semitropic W.S.D.

Hayfield 
Basin

Coachella Valley 
W.D.

Imperial I.D.

Palo Verde 
I.D.

Arizona Banking

Arvin-Edison W.S.D.

San Bernardino 
Valley M.W.D.

Mojave W.A.

Arvin-Edison WSD



 Conservation:  $234 million

Desalination: 5 proposed projects

 Groundwater Recovery: 18 projects, $49 million

• Recycling: 59 projects, $138 million

New LRP Programs: 13 proposed projects

2025: Total Projected Savings > 2.1 million AF
17
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Through “Local” Resources

Conservation

Recycling- Desal
Groundwater 

San Francisco

Los Angeles

San Diego

Southern Cal Conservation (2008) Annual Urban Demand

(1.1 million AF/yr)

=



Multi-species, coordinated approach to endangered 
species protection vs. current species-by-species 
approach

Includes habitat conservation & conveyance 
improvements

Overview



Fed & State Agencies
Cal Bay-Delta Authority
The Resource Agency
US Bureau of Reclamation
Cal. Dept. of Water Resources
State Water Res. Control Board
US Corps of Engineers

Fish Agencies
Cal Dept. of Fish & Game
US Fish & Wildlife Service
National Marine Fisheries Service

Other Organizations
Cal Farm Bureau Federation
Mirant Delta

Steering Committee

Water Agencies
Contra Costa Water District
Kern County Water Agency
Metropolitan Water District
North Delta Water Agency
San Luis & Delta Mendota WA
Santa Clara Valley Water Dist.
Westlands Water District
Zone 7 Water Agency

Environmental Org.
American Rivers
Defenders of Wildlife
Environmental Defense
Natural Heritage Institute
The Bay Institute
The Nature Conservancy



Sacramento

Stockton

SWP Pumps

CVP Pumps

Suisun Marsh

Yolo Bypass
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Cache Slough

Dutch Slough

Habitat Restoration Opportunities



Sacramento

22

SWP Pumps
CVP Pumps

Sac River

Stockton

Dual-Conveyance − East Alignment
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SWP Pumps
CVP Pumps

Sac River

Stockton

Sacramento

Dual-Conveyance − West Alignment



24

DRAFT 
CONSERVATION 

STRATEGY

DRAFT 
EIR

2008 2009 2010

SCOPING
MEETINGS

PERMIT
DECISION

SIGNED
AGREEMENT

24



www.bewaterwise.com


